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CAT no way ſurpriſes me, that when 
me Cry of rhe Danger of- the 
8 | Sf Church is popular, you ſhould ap- 
ARE] pcar 2s the Author of a Sermon or 
2 amphlet bearing that Title; but I 
wfeſs I cannot ſo eafily underſtand how you 
magine that your Church is in Danger from 
Sf, which you fay, is lately riſen among us, 
Wo decry the Knowledge of Human Arts and 

ences, and of the Languages, as unneceſſary 

Ir Goſpel Miniſters, and therefore make (hoi 
filliterate Men for that Office. | 

This Complaint of illiterate Miniſters would 
ue come more ſeaſonably to your Church, 
den they depos'd Maſters Colozt and Ramſay, 
K licenced John Gillone, than at this Day 

ten your Sect is every where complaining of 

It Church's Danger from Men, in Reſpect of 

om you your ſelves are illiterate Men. 

ur Fathers, the Covenanters that abjured In- 
wadency, depos d two able Miniſters and 

Keding peaceable 1 of Society, and 

ee e oh: $613 eee 


„ 


| ( 2 0 
* up an illiterate Man to preach the Ge 
but the Men of Letters, of whow j you 7 
fear, have only declar'd a few turblleh 
bers of their Society, to be none of that Sod 
ty of which they pretended ta be a copſiderah 
? Part, while they would not walk order! in 
And you cannot charge theſe Men of * 
with the Crime of palming illiterate Mev uy 
you. 
The Se&, that makes Choice of illne 
Men for Miniſters, is none of your Societ 
their Miniſters are not, pretend not to be, 
niſters of your — and they: 744 
Miniſtry upon e ebiag It caotior - cal] bell 
ed, that you ate ſeeking to promote t 1 
that Seck, in the Wamiog you = 
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ple that know ft Lettort, uff hem you 
wire the gregteſt Influence * Net Ia of Opi- 
kn you need have no great fer on this Head; 
ven | conſider the Subject of their Preachi 
r of hes Moria, which can never take With. 
de Maltitude; ab does the Preaching of your 
wenarted Kingdom ; aud when I think on 
bs Strictneſs of their Diſcipline, to which 
Fvllowers, that can be eſteemed good Chrifhi- 
jt &t an caſier Rate, will not Udfily ſubmit; 
peciglly when they muſt loſe all their . 
em among you as Chriftians, aud become th 
Dbjets of tinivetſal Contempt the Mement 
iy ſubmſt' % jj ne 7 
Perhaps you have a Suſpicion, that @ it 
metimes happens to the beſt Fencers in Dis 
ling, even o it may poſſi fare with you in 
Conflict with theſe ſame illiterate Meh: A. 
literate Friend of yours, for ſo we muſt eall you; 
bade a ſcornful Attack, not lang 25 upon 
bm: of theſe Miniſtert, and all the Avthbrity 
& could diſplay, All the Grimace he wit 
lier of, way not ſufficient to beat them dow 
Impudent Fellows that they were! They had: 
Wd their Weapon in Defence, till he th 
had enough of it, if he be capable df ſueh % 
coli” fought, But you are 4 little wiſer: Tout 
n, as far as it is above Board, is to fo in 


17 7 from a Set of Men, to whom it is a eat 

dale they want Letters — 
had beenftill a Queſtion with me if you 
Weed apprehended any Danger to your Church 
by thefe Men, if your Inſinuatien * 
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. conci0 ad clerum, That the Charth is in 


pariſon to Julian, that infamous Apdſlate; 
not betrayed your tnward Fear or lgehen 
to fill others with the greateſt Fear of Daa pare 
from that Airth ; that all, whom your Comp 
fon may touch, may be abhorred as, Hiten 
Zion, and that none, who would be eek 
ned Lovers of Zion, may join Iſſue with. 
whom you have been able to claſs wit 
that infamous Apoſtate. That this good” Bt 
may be reached, you take care to make th 
Fultan no better than he was. You. (ay, i 
Devil learn'd Julian to take away the My 
tenance of Miniſters, and put down..the 
Schools of Learning; that he was guilty et 
bing of Miniſters and Schaols- of Learning 
their Maintenance and Revenues ;. and hereupt 
= agree with the Obſerve of your Fathen 
redeceſſors, that he did more Miſchief 10 
Church and her Miniſters than the bloody 2 
cleſian; and you give this Reaſon for it, That he 
by he hindred a Succeſſion of able Miniſters 
the Church, while, when Diocleſian took mu 
eminent Men away, there ſtill aroſe oth 
in their ſtead. The Inference muſt be, t 
the Church is in greater Danger from the 5g 
that you repreſent as joining Iſſue with 
uli an, than from the moſt bloody Perlecuts 
his ancient Obſerve, and the Realon y 
bring to ſupport it, comes very natively iro 
Clergymen ; but you muſt excuſe people gf: 
other Character, if they cannot perceiſe Þ 
Juſtneſs of it. For they cannot think, that 
Church and her Miniſters enjoy'd any of thel 
| Things by Diocleſian, whereof you {ay JW 
| robbed them; and if the taking 2547. 6b 1 
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ince_ that they had not under Dioclaſtan, 
red 4 Succeſſion, of able Miniſters in my 


5 


ne of Julian, which the taking away 
1 11 alſo could not hinder — Time 
Diocleſian 3 it muſt be inſer'd, that theſe who 
fred the Officeof theMiniftry in Julian Time 
x Men of a very different Sort from theſe 
n defired it in the Time of Dzoclefian., It 
yy be a Queſtion, if Julian deprived the 


re them; and it has been alſo obſerved, that 
antine did more Harm to the Church 
n Julian and Diocleſian were capable to do 
their different Ways of Oppoſition to it: 
t that which ambitious covetous Minifters - 
kon to be their Intereſt, is not the Intereſt 
the Profeflion of the Name of Chriſt. It is 
Wain, no true Clergyman will join Iſſue ſo 
© with Julian, as to declare theſe Things un- 
| eflary for them, of which he deprived themz 
t no Lover of Zion or the true Church, if not 
ſed by the Clergy, can be offended, that their 
aufneſs and Ambition is not gratified. 
4 5 ur Sort of Men applaud Conſtantine, whoſe 
„ l Character is as diſagreeable to the Rules 
ah. the 77 as Julians; and Jovian, à de- 
aum cb'd Man, but a firm Friend to that Sort 


0 f Wt Chriſtianity and Chriſtian Miniftry that was 
doe Days, is 'as famous among you as Ju- 
13 „„ > IreTES SLSR ol 
wo decauſe it may tend to your Inſtruction, I ſhall 


tthe Trouble to tranſcribe a Paſſage concern- | 
Julian from an Author, for whom I own 
ure a great Regard : Becauſe I think he 
employ' d his Letters to better Purpoſe - 
y 11K» "OY a d AY gainiſt 
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ritian Miniftry of any Thing the Goſpel. _ 
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e er of . 
the mate tn 88 be work, os Make 10 i 
e becaule i it was the e 
nceſtors. © 

„But let bim be called Heathep gr Aol | 
lot what che Clergy | pleaſes to 15 os big 
| partially from Kiftor 'Y, we, mult 1 thy 

| 145 2 virtuous and ge ant Prince, enqu 
* Wit and Humanity, and more teadive | 
| EE? than any of hig Chriſfian Preda 
ors. In his Letters he appearg 10 ny wit | 
will! 


K Vplyerſitics, 


her to his Peo le, and one of th 


"Leave to inſert he: re, W hich will make 4 
e acqua inted with the toJerating 18 


: ns and at the ſame Time pour 
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Julian ve #he Boftrems. 


bud have thought, indord, rhat the Galfle- 
n Leagers would” hatt eftrem'd themſelves 
indelted to nie than to him, who prererd- 
me in the Adminiflrmivn of the Empire: 
in his Nme many bf them ſuffered Exile, 
ruten and Impriforens, Mulrirudes o 1 
6 whom in their Religion they term Heri. 
b, ere Pur to rhe "Sword; ihſomuch, bs 
Samoſats, Cyzicum, Paphlagonia, Bythi- 
Galatia, and mattyorher Conmries, whole 
ur were levelled with the Earth, The juſt 8 
prle of this has Been obſeraed it'my Temes i 
Eriles have been recalled, and the” Pro- | 
bed reſtored to the Tawful Poſeſſions of bir 
ws: But to that Height of Pury'tnd'Deftracs 
arerhis Feaple arrived, that being nd longer 
wd ihe Privilege to Tyr anitree oor one's - 
er, or per ſerutè either their dun Seftaries, © 
he Religions of the lawful Church, they 
with Rage, ant teavs't0 Stone" untum- 
10 Opportunity 'untmployed, of Yaifing Tu- 
and Sedition. So rte Regard hive they 
mu Piety, fo little” Obedience to our Luut 
| Conſtirntions ; however humane and tole - 
Ing. For-(211 do we dere# tine au8 "ſteadily . 
he ne ver rd ſuffer one of them involuntarily - 
r drain  unro our Altars. Af for 1b 
„ People inderu, rbey appear "ariven" is 
e ee eee 
bs „ 5 
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| rheſe Riozs and Seditions by theſe am 


| -. 'People's Wills, ſupplant Relations, poſſeſs il 


.- Sort, that they raiſe no more Commotzent, 


- - citivens, who are entbulaſtically ld 
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them whom they call Clericks ; who ate 

enrag d to find themſelves reſtrain d in the 
| of their former Power and antemperate | 
hey can no longer att the Magaſitate 
civil Judge, nor aſſume Authority ..to_n 


ſelves of other Men's Patrimonzes, by ſpec 
 Pretences, transfer all into their own Y 
For this Reaſon I hade thorght fit, U 
publick Edict, to forewarn the People of 


gather in a riotous Manner about theit 
tion Clericky, in Defiance of the Magaſi1 
obo has been inſulted, and in Danger db 
ton d by theſe incited Rabbles. In t heir cin 
gations they may notwithſtanding aſſemble an 
Pleaſe, and crowd about their Leaders pen 
ng Worſhip, receiving Doctrine, and fri 
accor ding as they are by them taught and 
ducted; but if with any Tendency to Sail 
let them beware, how they hearken o 
Aſent, and remember 'tis at their Pen 
by theſe Means they are ſecretly wrong 
zo Mutiny and Inſurrection. * Lide th?! 
in Peace and Quietneſt Neither ſpiteuſßſg. 
Poſing or injuriouſly treating one anot her. 
miſguided People of the new Way, beware 
your Side! And you of the ancient eſtabli 
Church, injure not your Neighbours and Fe 


in Ignorance andMiſtake, rather than will 
fign or Malice | 'Tis by Diſcourſe. and Re 
ut by Blows, ' Inſults, er Violence, h 
are to be informedygof Truth, and condim 
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En 
Wor. Again therefore, and in, 1 enjoin 
charge the zealous Followers of the true 
ligion, 2 to injure, moleſt or affront the 
lean People. 8 4 | 
'Theſe were the Sentiments of this Emperor, 
whom the Clergy make ſuch a Monſter, and 
whoſeveryClemency they make aHandle of, for 
Slander ; Complaining, that by bis Mildneſs 
1nd unlimited Toleration, he had done more 
frejudice to the Church than others with Per- 
1," ſecution. He was a politick Prince, yet the 
ir [Clergy proved too hard for him, and never 
ceaſed plotting againft him, till at lad, to the 
great Joy of the Orthodox, he was afſ:itfinated 
by one of his own Chriftian Soldiers.“ 
Thus far my Author. And as his Story tells, 
the Devil was teaching Julian this Method 
th the Chriſtians of thoſe Days, you may ſee 
was not his only Scholar atthat Time: For, 
tcording ta the Scripture-accountof the Devil's 
eching and Influence, the Heathens, whom 
ian was reſtraining from injuring, moleſting 
r affronting the Chriftians, and not they only 
ut the Chriſtian Clergy, eſpecially, ſeem to 
ure been very, good Proficients at his School, 
r the Time they had been at it, and Julian 
lid not think they deſerved to be fo treated by 
ir fellow Diſciples of another Claſs. The 
Myſtery of Iniquity began to work, even a- 
hong the illiterate Men that were ſer apart to 
de Office of the Miaiſtry, in the Days of the 
qoltles ; but when they got theſe Things 
tom Conſtantine; that Julian todk from them, 
ju ſee how they behaved, © © © 
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| ing them in the Nature of the Ku 


Et an Houſholder, 5 bringeth * out 


which Variety 


ws the d c of 99 ill 
vice to. vam 


Jour W x Cas 
Miniſtry begi 


bringeth forth out of his Treaſute Thi 
and old. Where you 45 to out Longs 
ing to his Diſciples, alter he boon i 


Heaven by Parables, and enquiring 1 
derſtood om Mat. xiii. 25 Sw *Wh ben 


anſwered that they did, he ſayt to them, M K 


fore every 7 ig which s inſtrufted uni = AF 


"Kingdom of Heaven, is like unta 4 Man Ney 
his Treaſure Things nem and o Yay gi 
us ſome Explication of this Text, ſo .. as j 
quote it; the Nu Treaſure you ſay, 
Stock of nece Wy and uſeful Knowledge, oute 
of Proviſion may be broyght þ 
the Entertainment of Peoples! 4 2 2 Px 10 
Lips ſhould preſerve D But this 
lication is more general, and leſs clear than tl 
Text i it ſelf, as it ſtands in Connexion with.th 
Context : The Text ſays, Therefore 72 
which is inſtructed (or taught) unto the Ken 7 
dom Heaven. And you allo go about to, 
large the Text of the O/d Teſtament: har 1 
eite in Confirmation of your Gloſs, by fothe 
ing to mention the latter Part of it, which, 3 
ſtands in that Context, Malachi ii. Grab mn 
ha ve told what Knowledge it is that the Fri 
Lis fooula preſerve. If by the Law there 0 
will not underſtand only the Law of Tru ' 
he Law of the Lord; but will. extend it 
fignify the Law of the. Roman op w 
Wee Laws of the N ations, * 


wot t to have en od Lav a place among + 
be Sciences, 17 d- ma ids * of 7 * 4 
Lon ledge And 1 am ſure it defe fed 4 
uce in your ca as well as 17 15 ot them, 
77 for an Explication of Things New aud 
þ you ben, a Variety of Proviſion for the En: | 
ctainment o f Peoples — Which Variety Yo 
bote under two Heads. Their Sou! 1 
Wt be entertained with einen knowledge, 
he Knowledge of God, his PerfeSions, tie. 
i cgcry of the Trinit and of Jeſus Chriſt our 
and Sacrifice. Here you are a little more 
ut ph but take care never to mention the e 
$1 om of Heaven, of which the Text ſpeaks. 
$ JO 15 Peoples Souls muſt be entertaine 5 | 
„Knowledge of humane Arts and Sciences, 
ul of the Languages, eſpecially theſe in which. 
t bible was firſt written. And here again 
re more copious than on the firſt Head; 
be a great Variety here of Proviſion for. 
Entertainment of We + Sbuls ; . 
A, loſophy, Mathematicks, Geo ra hy, A 
cr); and Polemick Divinity. 4 ad thus 9 
Kut: your Senſe of the Things New and Old, 
to ech ſerves to ſhew that illiterate Men can- 
It de the Scrzbes, of whom the Lord there 
(et. But after all you haye ſaid, the illite- 
„ nay find you very lame, both in quot - 
wen d cxplaining the Words of this ext, 
| that you have wreſted this Scripture in 
1 manner as to bring a Sort of Scribes out 
t that was never in it. The Scribe, of ** | 
2 ſpeaks, is a Scribe zuſtructed in or 


JT Kingdom of Heaven 5} 
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ur this is not | 
| once 
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r 1 
once mentioned in the rufieuSfion of your Fer 
The Things New and Old that the Text ſp 
of, are the Things of the Kingdom of Head 
which began to be ſpoken by the Lord hin 
and were preached by his Apoſtles to the NF” 
tions, and committed to writing in the Books 
the New Teſtament. Theſe were the riß e 
whom Chriſt told the Fews he would nuit 
#hem, Mat. xxiii. 34, 35. And when they e 
to them, their Doctors perceived that they No 
unlearned and ignorant Men, but rook N « 
ledge of them, that they had been with Je 
Acts iv. 13. as the Jews before mari 
| when they heard himſelf teach, how he en 
ie Scriptures (fu ara comp. 2 Tam. iii. hen 
being unlearned, John vii. 15. They know ec! 
could read the Scriptures as cther Jews did More! 
the Synagogues, but how could the Son ige 
Carpenter, without the Education of the Scnit 
take upon him to do their Office; or, in an 
modern Stile, jump from his Trade into 
Pulpit? Now theſe Scr#bes, whom be fred i 
ſtructed and ſent forth to make out rhe Mf 
Teſtament Revelation, and commit it to . no 
ting, ſaid none other Things than theſe eren 
the Prophets and Moſes did ſay ſbould ge 
Acts xxvi. 22. And thus the 7h2ngs U 
_ forth out of the Treaſure committed to 872/ac 
Earthen Niels were New, and they wer e 
- Theſe Scribes brought ſorth the Rn Fos 
the Glory of God, in the Face of Jeſus nt 
that had been of old ſhewed thro' a Full 
Moſes and the Prophets. Theſe, Stem! 
the Myſteries of God, ſÞake the Wiſdom of 

| that was hid in Myſtery, and not the 


i 
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bo knew not the Wiſdom / God that was 
Wd in Myſtery; which Wiſdom theſe Scribes 


wcherh 5 but with great Hlainnaſf and Sim- 
licity took the. Words, of the Holy Ghoſt in 
e Old Teſtament, from a Tranſlation then 


fthe Kingdom of Heaven in the New Teſta- 
went, according to the prime Intent of theſes 
ords, which was revealed to them by the Ho- 
y Ghoſt that endited them. The Lord ſpake 
y Figures concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, 


New Teſtament Revelation, which he gave 
hem to bring forth to the World, is the plain 
Declaration of the ſame Things that had 


figures of the Old Teſtament: Wherefote he 
ys, Every Scribe inſtructed unto the. King» 
vm of Heaven, bringeth forth out of bis Trea- 


ed in this Wiſdom, that's taught in the New 
Teſtament, ſo as to be able to teach it toothers, 
now the Chriſtian Scribe; and what a Dif- 
erence is there betwixt this and the Know- 


f Words, the Wiſdom of this World, the 
liſdom of the Jewiſh Serzbe, and of the Daſ- 
wer of this World, and Mans Wiſdom, which 

Feoliſbneſs with God, and was manifeſted by 
im to be Fooliſbneſꝭ, before he brought forth his 


deWorld,in that reaching, which was 4 ftum- 
ngBlock to the Jeruiſ Scribe, nd Fooliſbmeſs to 


wa: þ 


{this World, nor of the Princes of this Wort.” 


lake, not in the Words which Mans Wiſdom 


common Uſe, and applied them 30 the Things 


nd explained theſe to his Scrzbes 5 and the 
reſhewed of Old in the dark Prophefies and | 


we Things New and Old. Whoſoever is skil- | 


— 
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Wiſdom that was hid in Myſtery, to the View of 


49 


dee of your Scribe? Which is tbe Wiſdom © | 
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whom Pe. clled, 25% Eg 
| . er Differ 


| and, ſerves to promote the 
| cation of your Text. For, tay you, "ih 
rant Miniſtry is a Reproach to 18. Chih 


If you ere, on the Word phe i 


punnipg be re cloning, you have 5 it 3 dür 
ed ſay, that Ignorance of the Lil 


| that Church, becauſe be never was "ta 
nor did beach in bis Church, theſe 


| of Galilee, who were not skill'd in theſe f 


and preach in Jeruſalem, the Place wha 
who! came not irh Execlipuey of Io 


"ab ep hoe | a ay | 


and 
Power of God, ence the Ni 
tures amp detwixt theſe two kinds of With 
you fill affirm the V: don of the Jewiſh Race 
and The Wiktom of the Diſputer of this Wot 
is A good Hand-maid to Seripenee | no wiedge 

ellfare '6f You 
vrch. Tour Reaſon is as wide 48 the Bol 


you in 

rts and Sciences before mentioned is n N 
proach * to any. Chutch ; this will, need why 
Reaſon, to confirm ir, J hope you do 1 
mean, at the Man Chriſt Jeſur (ſuffer 
Exp eſſion becauſe tis Scripture) he Hel 


irt Body the Church, (without Which 1 


could not be its Head) is a Reproach 


and Sciences taught in your Schools, 


. would have your Ae. to be 005 
8 


for Scripture Knowledge. Neither n 
perſwade my ſelf, that you nl the F 


ences, were 4 Reptoach to the 7 that 


built on their Doctrine, or Paul N 
Scribe, but a Dab ler at Athens, wb Ih | 


ſent him, when he did not allow him to 


his Learning would: have: ſerv'd him bye] 


4 2 


11 n 
NU 14's Niſdom, declaring} the Teſtimony 


; yea, whatever Force was in his inf 
ohh 


Intings, ſome that were Chriſtians and Teach. 
n in his Day, reckoned r bodily Preſence. . 
wit, and his Speech contemprible. By your 
till in ecclefiaſtick Hiſtery, you can tell us, if 
de Minifters, that the les - left: bebind 
hem in the Churches, who lived in the - 
lee next to them, were generally Men «kill'd 
| the Arts and Sciences, of which you give 
Catalogue; and if they were not - for the 
oft Part knowing in thoſe Sciences, I base 
leaſon to think you will not call them a Re- 
uch to the Church. Neither can I believe 
but you think it a Reproach to the Chriſtian 
rgiver, that, in condeſcending. oh the parti- 
ir Qualifications of that Miniſtry, which he 
fituted to continue to the End of the World, 
does not ſo much as mention the Knowledge 
theſe Arts and Sciences, the ce of - 
lieh, you ſay, is a Reproach' to any Church. 
nd therefore I muſt reckon. you mean, 
lurches have been reproach'd with this Ig-. 
rrance of their - Miniſters. This is true in 
a; the Diſputers of rhe World laugh'd at 
be preaching of the Golpy, till there came, 
 aphiloſophical Miniſtrif bur then they de- 
ned from the SzmpleciryWar it in Chriſi. and 
rrupted the Goſpel, ſo they gain d that 
eem in the World, which they could not i} 
ure till the Glory departed from u Hie 


your Mind, that your Expectants oF 
mid the old 2 and ſeek that Eftcem 
dich has come in Place of it, by qualifying them- 
hes for the * theſe Sciences 5 15 


* 


( 


* o7 Farzans Arts and Sciences, as you a0 ff 


| _— complain, was -owing to your Art, as 00 
Mean in the Hand of - holy | vidonar, and 
| aftcr an Application of gll your Art in iv 
FH —_ | . 1} 


/ 


is my Mind on the other Hand, that. theſe i 
literate Miniſters ſhould be content it be py L 
ceived they are unlearned and ignorant Mei 1 
and to be called Bablers, that God's Nang 

ay be excellent, in ordazning Strength ou ko 
the Mouth of Babes, while be confounds ti 
Wiſdom of the wiſe, and by the Fal bor 
preaching ſaves them that believe. 

After all that you have ſaid of the Neceſſii bar 
of theſe: Sciences, are you well skil'd' in th 
your ſelf? And if you be, is it not 4 gu 
Neglect in you, tha: the Souls of your -Peoph 
are not entertain'd with that Knowledge? 
only wonder, that when you commend {o uin 
Arts, wherein you have not inſtructed 20 
People, and wherein few have percein'd 
to be very knowing, you have not mnie te t. 
the Politiekt, or rather that which by it e ein 
poſſeſſes the Name, Art ? I plead for a Room 
this in your Catalogue of Sciences; becauſe it 
is, at leaft, aa noceſſary to a Govenor of 30 
Church as any of them: Fox at no Tame wail 
govern'd without it; yea, you know how et 
ful it is to you in the Conduct of your Flock I rec 
Dundee. All your Collections from waur « 
thodox Books, in the Diſputes you have had v. N 
Epiſcapals and Independents, and your Collcs 
ons from practical Writers and the Sermoulloſ 
of T will not manifeſt you.) to 
ſo far above the illiterate in the Koweg 


The very Riſe of that Sect, of which 30 


R 


— 


"4 9 9 5 | 
Riſe of that Sect, your Silence and Forbear- 
ance of open Oppoſition to it, was a Piece bf © 
Art that, for ought I know, you Jearn'd from 
Julian: For no Man will believe it was in- 
tended for the Proſperity of that Sect, any mote | 
than his Forbearance to the Sect that differ'd . 
from his eftabliſh'd Church, was intended for 
the Proſperity of that Sect. And now that you 
have broke Silence again, there is certainly Afr - 
in that alſo. There is more Art than reaſon- 
ing in what you ſay againft the illiterate Mi- 
bers ; and | four it is not ſo much Jour Mean- 
Wing, that the People's Souls ſhould be enter- 
ain'd with the Sciences, of which you ſpeak, 
that they ſhould be fed with the Fancy 
that you have them, and ſo are only capable 
to teach them Scriptur&knowledge ; that, 
being ignorant of thoſe mighty Sciencth, they 
may not dare to differ from your Gloſſes on 
the Scripture, nor hearken to illiterate Men, 
ho, for Want of the Sciences, cannot explain 
the Scriptures. Theſe illiterate Minifters, if 
"Letters could do their Buſineſs, have far wore 
teed of them than you, who aro already in 
the Eſteem of the Multitude far wiſer than 
pu really are, and who, according to your own | 
Erinciples, can never have much Uſe for Phi- 
bopby and Criticiſm . in confuting Hereticks : 
Por you know you have no more to do, but t0 
| down in a Presbytery or Synod, and vote a- 
ast Hereſy, and then call on the Magiftrats 
TI Extirpate ir, or root gut the Hereticks ; 
bereas the Illiterate have fothing but theWor « of 
a God, and if they cannot manage that as· ĩt is 
ln bro God, and not thro the Sciences, | 
Ni 3 8 they 
| , . 


ob 
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| they can do nothing. Yet if they prevail in tit 
Ieaſt againſt Error, God will have more Hongw 


than in thoſe that need leſs De 

him, and uſe Means to keep themſelves off from 
that Dependence ; and if the Fruits of their 
Miniftry in Angus, and the Forks of their Dif 
Fiples be compared with yours, it may poſſibly 


appear, that the Word of God alone is th 


oer of God to Salvation, and that there is u 
Reuſon to be aſbamed of it, without your Science: 

You tell us, that for acquiring theſe Arm u 
Sciences there ought to be Schools of Log 
as there were Schools of the Prophets of o 
But were theſe Arts and Sciences taught in the 
Schools of the Prophets of old? And do you 
imagine that your Expęctants and young Preach: 
ers are the Succefſurs of the young Prop 


| you, or the Teachers of the Sciences, the 81 


eefors of the old ones? And if Paſton 
and Teachers be to be trained up in Schools 

as. were the Prophets, what Schools do 30, 
read of for them in the New Teſtament, 
but the Churches of the Saints? The pur 
Word of God ſoumed out at firſt from ths 
Churches; but the ' firſt Herefies came | 
from the Schools of the Jewiſß Scribes, nl 


|. from the Schools of the Heathen Philoſophers, 


and the firſt Chriſtian School at Alexandrid 


| produced Ari auiſm. When the en of 


| | 


i Figure they beboved to make in the World, * 


the Goſpel came to be attended with worldly 


Honour and Gain, all that ſought to be em 
1 in it for the fake of. t eſe, were not 


fitted by Jeſus Chriſt to be Paſtors 4nd Teach: 
ers, and his Gift alone, tho ſufficient for in 


End, was not ſufficient to bear them out in ths 
the 


\ 


— — 
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zucceſſors of the heathen Prieſts: And 
xe they behoved to have ſuch Qui- 
ations, as could be attained the. ſame 
that Men attain Qualifications for other 
idly Employments. Thus Men came to 
iniſters of the Goſpel, as they came 
he Lawiers and Phyficians- The Hea- 
at firſt ridiculed Chriſtianity ; but as 
gew upon them, in ſpite ofall the Methods 
aſe to be taken with ſuch as are not to be 
ned with, they began to exerciſe their 
ill in diſputing againſt it. This proved a 
pptation to ſuch Chriſtians as had Letters, 
ly aſide the old Weapons, that were mzgh- 
thre” God for caſting down Inaginationt, 
| mery high Thought cxalting it ſelf againſt 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and contend with 
ul Meapont, or oppoſe the Wiſdom of Words, 
defend the Goſpel againſt it, by the Wiſdom - 
— Lov 1 — of maintainin = Cauſe 
the Goſpel this Way, they in E gave it 
and — the Doftrine of Chriſt, by an 
leavour to reconcile it as much as might be 
e Wiſdom of the Diſputer of this World. 
u the Goſpel became « Science, inſtead of 
Wd of Faith, and the old Difference be- 
It theſe two, ſtated by the Apoſtle 1 Cor, 
Li, Chapters, was in a great Meaſure dope 

And thus, as Satan beguiled Ene thro' 
bility, their Mands were corrupred from 
Umplicity that is in Chriſt. This went 
nd continues to this Day under all the 
u Sh 5 of the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
ever ExpeRants, as you call them, inſtead 


they may be able by ſound Doctrine both 
. 0 F #0 


ling faſt the faithful Word in Teaching, 


. %%% 
fo ex hort and convince the Gain 
Profeſſor s £4 Oppaſitions of Science fal 

called, or of Polemick Divinity. 

When you — ſtated the Opinion 

Practice of the Sect lately riſen among ug, 

make 4 Suppoſition, that the Devil ſhould 

up Arzans, Socinians and Deiſts,- to attach 
holy Religion. This Suppoſition may be 

Jowed 3 for it is Matter of Fact, Boo 

ten by Men of Letters againſt the Faith of 

* Son of God, end againſt the Truth of Chi 

_ nity, are in the Hands of your People, and 
ing with them; Infidelity is _Frowing 

| ſpreading apace; and the Conrſe of the Wo 

that has been in the Channel of Superſti 
under the Chriſtian Name, to the great 
honour of that Name (from the Days of ( 
ſtantine, but eſpecially from the Time 

Clergy came up as the eighth Head of the 

man Empire, and che ten Kings: gave 

Power to the Beaſt to make one Opinin 

now turning into the Channel of Infidehiy 

the great Grief of the Clergy of all Sorts; 
cauſe it ſhakes their Throne, and fills their } 
dom with Darkneſs. When you bave laid. 
your Suppoſition, you propoſe your  Argun 

in a Queſtion; What could ſuch Men u. 

defend it? And they'll perhaps enquire 4 

ſeeing your temporal Intereſt and your 

thority in the World lies at the Stake, # 
| are you doing to defend it? Men of Let 
both in the Church of England and your Ch 

have been writing Defences; but what 4 
any of your Secft in this . Church offered l 
worth the Reading Tou can in your 348 


r 
oe them with betraying the Cauſe, 15 Fj 
cannot ſay tis thro their Want of Letters. 


if 


ay of God in the Goſpel carries in it ſelf, aud 
eld by them 2 Dadertlandings © o- 
4 to rſtand the $criptures, and behold. 
Evidence in them; and you do well. 
is that Evidence to be ſeen 9 in the 
inal Hebrew and Greek Text? Or could 
at Rome perceive it, where 1 ſuppoſe Paut 
ke it in Latin to the Romans, as they of 
en did, to whom I ſuppoſobe ſpoke Greek? 
| could the Greeks perceive any Evidence in 
References to the Old Teftament, which 
cited to them in Greek, as did theſe to 
m he ſpoke in the Hebrew Tongue? Next 
u, is this. Evidence that the Word of God 
he Scriptures carries in it ſelf, to be per- 
d only by the Scrzbes and Di/pmers of 
World; the Criticks, Philoſophers, Aſtro- 
er, Mathematicians, Pelemick Divines, _ 
graphers, Hiſtorians ? c. Or alſo by the 
xs, the foolzſh, baſe T bings of bi World? 
is it to be communicated to others by the 
m of Words, or in that plain fimple Man- 
wherein it is declared in the Scriptures ? 
let us underſtand what Advantage you 
here with your Letters beyond the illite-, 
1 We are Gill at a, Loſs to Know what 
a do to defend the Chriſtian L 
Letters againſt the Adverſaries. What Ad- 
have you bafled? Or whom have b ; 
ted by the Power of your Legroing or o- 
ani. Aridniſm or 7 
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| contend for the Evidence that the Teſti... | 7 


rare ye, that neither defend Chriſtianity 


%: You have had Infidels to deal wit 
Dundee; but what did you, beyom ü 
Uſe of Lamentation in the Pulpit, and tell 

thts In private, that they ſhould be Hang 
 HIiterate Man would have taken another Cori 
he would have plainly told them the Evida 
that hehimſelfſaw in the Goſpel, and d 
Atheiſm and Infidelity of his own Hein 
quelled by the Word of God ; and if be pe 
ed not, he would pray for them, and ſhewt 

the Truth of Chriſtianity in his Life, and 
in Deeds of Good.will to them; while at 
ſame Time he would ſuffer no Member 
hriſtian Society, wherein he is concetned;to 

a Life of Contradiftion to any Part oftheGalj 
but tale heed to himſelf, and the; whole 
to have 4 Converſation becoming the Gl 
This is the Sect lately riſen, againſt which 
ſeem ſo much diſpleaſed; but why ſhouk 
diſpleaſe you, that, while there are ſo min) 

von train'd up in Letters, and well hited tb 
8 ud your Goſpel, a Set of People fhould es; 

in this Way of the Defence of Chriftianity af 
their worldly Intereſt? Or what kind of] 


. ſelves, nor ſuffer the Defence, that either 
literate or illiterate are offering to it? 
Next, you enquire how they would do 
YJeſuztsz to which they'll readily anſwer, 
the ſame they do with you, while yon fi 
the Goſpel of rhe. Ingdom of Here 
many. Inftances, and miſlead the People. 
little Stories and your Arguings i 
Mouths of your Agents, come to tele 
They ſee thro” your Art and” Di 
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a b 
- [ay 


4 
diſcoott the Sie, of your ap. | 
* . wry - they N was Ao 7 
that W et ſome | of © your miſled - 
ple . n they do wh 1 
- You put "hole Anſwer to you | 
6 Shape of an Objection. O, fay they, we” 
he the Word e oppoſe them, which is yot 
J ſaid. But what: ma alone x 2 this 
ObjeRtion 2 | 
Had there ut; tay you, Teak Men of Gm 
ig before you te have tranſlated it, you even 
would not - 0 had tht 5 4 chey dae it; and 
not ehem this, an 
Jes of of the 4 Such did, * 
Bond in his marvelbus Providence brought che 
Kriprurcs- ts Light in the Languages of this 
Nations. - The Ulirctate adbre the Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Power of God in this, as they do ia 
tho Art Publicarivii of the Goſpel by the Gife of 
Tongues, before it was written, and likewiſe 
in the writting of it. And from this Saying i of 1 
* they have Reaſon to think; that if you 
d been a” Clergyman, when ie began to by | 
munllated into the modern Danguages, 'you ht 
# leaft tefuſed to oſe yont Leaning that Way, | 
de Fear of the Conſequence und the Danger thet | 
#ight come to the Church © thereby. "The Sek 
you complain do. net, as you here {| 
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Printing; with» 
ch e wou 
I not 


md n 
* G A Bork 1 
Mivifter, neither dars they ans. At Wks | 


have 


L. 5 g 


* * . 8 ( 26 > ! \ N | 
| buta Tranflator is fit for that Office. ' They R 
N « Man may be capable to tranſlate e 
Bible, and yet not qualify'd for the ' Miniſtry, the 
as the Word of God directs, as another m oo 
| be qualify'd for that Office according to the i" " 
| Scriptures, and yet know the Word of Gyd 
only in his own native Language. The Reading 
of the Scri was much atttended to in thy 
firſt Churches, and they could not all hey 
or know them, without being read to them; 
'fo they had Readers, who were not Miniften; 
fitter for that than for the Miniftry ; yen, aud 
| ome fitter for reading than the Miniſten 
"themſelves : For no doubt you can inform ug, by 
.your Skill in Hiſtory, if there were not Mink 
ſtere in the firſt Churches that could neither 
read nor write. But do you in eatneſt affirm, 
that none are fit for the Miniſtry but ſuck 
as ate capable to tranſlate the. Bible kn 
And if you do, are you perſwaded. that yout 
ſelf is a Miniſter, or many more. with you, 
who content themſelves. with as much Re 
ledge of the Hebrew for ordinary, as carncs — 
them thro' their Trials? I remember of a L. 
ter that came to your Presbytery from one, 
for whoſe Miniſtry you had not a great 
bat he was « noble Hebrean. He inſulted 
dhe reverend Presbytery, by writting. to them 

| the Words of a Language which they were ſup: 
i poſed to know, and he underſtood they knew 
| not, and that was the Hebrew., This v 4 
s Refleion upon them, full as. ſevere, . uf 
| have made on the Men that are willing: if 


* — perceid d they are unlearned and ignored 
* Farther, you know how, many of jun 


Tis; 
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mot be Miniſters for the Want of that Know- 
hes leaſt of all ſtudy: 


Jauit, when he ſays, the Paſſage is not juſtly 
unſlated? For it ſeems, tho they have un- 


their Hands, you ftill hope they have not 
til to uſe it, and your Hope is — in 


ut how would you, tho well skill'd in the 
anguages,” defend your People againſt that 
i, that have not Letters, and are not ca- 


have taken up the Jeſuitical Argument, for 
te Honour of the Church and the Clergy, #- 


idle; could you blame any of your People 
ey know not if the Tranſlation be juſt 3 and 


In of a more ancient Church, in the Know- 


nled as to the little Knowledge: you had of 
de Greek, Teftament when you came off the 
ons, And are your Conſciences ſo far ſcared, 
y not to give you the leaſt Uncafineſs; when 
ju make your People believe, that others 


lage of the ſacred Languages, which you your 


Then you enquire what they would anſwer | 
uppily got that Weapon, the Word of God, 


bit you propoſe by Way of Queſtion to them. 


Able to judge of what is ſaid of the Juſtneſe 
the Tranſlation . by the Knowledge of the 
guage ? What could you anſwer him to the 
ktisfaftion of your People's Conſciences, that 
illiterate Man could not anſwer? And ſeeing 


inſt theſe illiterate Men, and their Znglzſb | 


it ſhould go off to the Roman Church, becauſe. 


en the Queſtion came, whether they ſhould . 
leve you or the learned Jeſuit, a Clergy - 


ige of Letters, with a Preteice of Infalibility, 
choos d to believe the Jeſuit? _ You know 
k frongeſt Thing you have to ſay in this Caſe 
Ds _ . againſt 


% 
* 
8 
"1 * . 
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 * reduce the 


- I 8. 
agtiaſt the Jeſuit, is what the illiterate 
: el as you. Or, 28 indeed 1 75 
ple's balteving in your Church, taſtes the 
Engliſh Ridlo? - Or perhaps you'll camym 
to a Queſtion, if 4 Man can be ſaved with 
Skill in the lacted. Languages, 2 Ne, 
eriginal Manuſcripts ? Aud N. 
play'd __ like 2 this to koop ge 
dence on their Authority. 
Bat if thoſe illiterate Laden ho b. 3 
of the Word of God, their only. ous ey b 
able to uſe it, why do act you ce 6 : 


your La growing to handle the W 
oople, that are willed | 
your Obedience ? And if you bo not hoy 
that, why do youpraclaim J own Shame, | 
' crying your Chacch is in Danger froya | Mead 
want Letters? 

| | Your Deſcription of the New Totama I 
niſter comes not well in immediately Seer 1. 
Difcourſe of the Neooſſſen of tho Arty aud 361 
ces to the Miniſtry of che Goſpel x Far it 
. well te the 2 ns * he 
ters. It is true, your ription is ae 
ent an tu a main Fart of the Charaiter of ſyeh 
Minifter, which cannot be declared whhout li 
an Underftanding of the Diſference beryint!! 
Ola Toflamens Aud the New, #2 yay anight 16 
Declan of Herron: Ton Ur of ab 

iagdom ven. 4 
Toſtament Miniſtet, his making Cheifi All, » 

| ſelf Nothing; and yet you train up Jour 50 

Chriſtians, by the Queſtions you pot te them, | 
| tho way af Self: For en ene * We 


ki 
| 


£ 


\ - 


j ſce him, his could 2407 anſwer cham CS 
he arc propoled, to be a k folh righteous Pha- 
nien * 4 Queſt * 
| 1 * exp r our Que = 

| ſetting 5 a Chriſtizn, in the — 


of 4 good Di 
U. . 
your Catechumen, who may be igno- 
ng 32 of Chriſtianity, which 


| * Queſtions, and an- * 
ele Hecht; whith te © which he may on 40 
ſhout having the Word of God = the ee 


: of his Chriſtianity: And yet theſe Quel- 
m contain a 9 which — ſay he muſt 
ne with Gad. And who ar6 you that would: | 
eu another Covenant, and another Miniſtry 
n that we have in the geri ptures of the New 
ſhamens ? 
[tis not my Province to point out che Kncon- 
ſencies of your Sermon in the Things you of- 
igainſt your Brethren ; that belongs 5 them, 
they x think 3 it worth their while t6 take 
* of you. But if no other regard Janz 2 3 
r you'll accept of this «as 4 Piece of Servi 
r 1 you, and the Truth which you * 
Ys 2 


1 
a 


ou * groar- many 


toward it that he 
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Take the followiag Copy of 4 80 
from the Seſſion of one of vom f. 
thren, as an Evidence of the Succeſs ot 
Preaching to them againſt illiterate I 
ſtters. You need not queſtion if it be 
Effect of your Warning, when you « 
 fider how much Ear he. gave to your f 
Warning, and how active he was upon it 
the Rifo of that Se, which to your. ore 
SGrief is lately riſen among you. And 5 
ſee him as ſenſible of his own Call u 
M.iffion, and of the Neceſſity of hum 

Arts and Sciences in the Miffion to the 
ice of the Miniftry, as you can deſite, 
ns far from joyning Iſſue with Julia 


. 
* 
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you could wiſh. ' _ 


a oro = 


Ketins the ſixteenth Day, of Decemtt 
* One thouſand Seven hundred at 
thirty three Years. x 


Tia Day the Kirk ſeſſion conſiaet; 
That by the wholeſome Conſtitutions of it 
| National Church, and by the Word of Gu 
| ſelf, no Man ought to intrude into the ſail 
Office of the Miniſtry, without being called, a 
fent of God: Nor ought they to be received 
10 Chriſtian Houſes, nor bid God end,! 
5t is of Verity, that you Alexander Moi 
Mader in the Gask in this Pariſh, up Th 


/ 


( 0 
Da of November, Dave invited wel. 
| if your Houſe, and hidden God ſpeed io 
Don and Cant Prezended 
bert, and encouraged them to make 4 
H Preac hing, upon one or other of the Days 
tis Preſent Month, in the Barn of Patrick 
chic in Paty, and this Pariſp, as common 
e goes. For which, if found true, you ought 
cenſured according to the Demerit of your 
wal, Extracted by, fc” | 


Jl 
Mit 


ROB. CHRISTIE Sar. Clerk. 


mes Watſon Officer, by Farrand from the 


ce, to compear before the Kirk-Seſhion dab, 
next, the Thirtieth Inſtans, to anſwer _ 
Ie Points of the above Libeh, wirh Certiß- 
m This, I give" gou UNI” 1733. 
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we Kirk Sefton, ſummon you Alexander 
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